Buyer's Checklist

All of the questions below should receive a "Yes" response, and a responsible breeder will be very happy to
answer these questions for you. If you receive negative responses, or if a breeder is unwilling to answer, look
elsewhere for a puppy.

TEMPERAMENT

___Has the puppy been well socialized and exposed to a variety of new experiences?

___Isthe puppy outgoing and friendly toward strangers?

____ Does the mother of the puppy have a friendly, confident personality?

____Does the breeder of the puppy require him to stay with his littermates until at least 8 weeks old?

Has the breeder discussed with you the high activity level of some NAS Mini Aussies and their exercise
— needs to avoid destructive behavior?

Has the breeder discussed with you the strong herding instinct in some NAS Mini Aussies and how that
— can result in heel nipping, pants leg biting, herding of children and chasing cars?

HEALTH

____Was the puppy raised in a clean, safe environment? (Preferably in a home.)
_____Has the puppy received at least one "puppy shot"?

_____Has the puppy been de-wormed once or preferably twice?

_____Isthe mother of the puppy at least 2 years of age?

Have both the sire and dam of the puppy had their hips x-rayed for hip dysplasia, and has documentation
— been provided to you?

Have both the sire and dam of the puppy had their eyes examined by a board-certified ophthalmologist to
— check for hereditary eye defects, and has documentation been provided to you?

Has the entire litter had its eyes examined for hereditary eye defects, and has documentation been
— provided to you?

Has the breeder discussed with you other potential health problems in the breed such as epilepsy, cancer
— and allergies?

CONTRACT

Have you been provided with a written contract which clearly states whether the puppy is of
— show/breeding quality or if it is required to be spayed or neutered?

Does the written contract guarantee the puppy or dog is free of debilitating hereditary defects including
— hip dysplasia and blindness?

Have you been provided with a written health record that describes shots and worming completed and any

further shots, worming, and heartworm medicine that will be necessary after you take possession of the

puppy?

Have you been provided with a 4 or 5 generation pedigree of the puppy?

Have you been provided with the registration certificate (or application) at the time you take possession of

the puppy? Or if on a spay/ neuter agreement , is there a written agreement that upon proof of spay/neuter

the registration certificate will be given to you.



Additional thoughts and considerations;

Price?

Paying the highest price does not mean you are going to receive the best puppy, but dedicated breeder has
invested a great deal of time, planning, veterinary care, nutrition, showing and stud fees. The initial purchase
price is nothing compared with the costs involved in the upkeep of your puppy, which can to live to fifteen
years of age.

Code Of Ethics

The North American Miniature Australian Shepherd Club of theU. S. A. (NAMASCUSA), in
keeping with itsaim of breeding for the working ability, aswell as, other outstanding abilities of the
Miniature Australian Shepherd, has adopted the following Code Of Ethicsto promote and foster the
highest standards among breeders, owners and fanciers, and to encour age sportsmanship and
cooper ation in the improvement and advancement of our breed. All membersin good standing with
NAMASCUSA subscribeto and uphold this code.

Title! - Records

Each member who breeds hisbitch or uses his stud for service should keep accurate recor ds of
stock such as stud services, pedigrees, all litters produced, sale of dogs/puppies, all exchanges
involving Miniature Australian Shepherdsfor a minimum of five (5) years.

Any member who falsifiesa registration or knowingly misrepresents a pedigree should be
reported tothe NAMASCUSA Board of Directors.

Titlell Breeding

A breeder should plan each breeding with the paramount intention of improving the breed.

A breeder should select a stud and dam with an eye to confor mation, temper ament, working
ability and intelligence with a careful study of the North American Miniature Australian
Shepherd Breed Standard, pedigrees and basic principles of genetics.

Before entering into any stud service arrangement, a breeder should scrutinize the pedigree,
conformation and wor king potentials of both sire and dam, keeping in mind the ideal North
American Miniature Australian Shepherd asdescribed in the North American Miniature
Australian Shepherd Breed Standard. He should refuse the breeding if, in hisopinion, it isnot in
the best interest of the breed. Should he refuse the breeding, a full explanation of hisreasoning
should be given to the owner of the bitch.

A breeder should usefor breeding purposesonly thoseindividuals free of defects, such as
monor chidism, cryptochidism, deafness, albinism and other disqualifying defects.

He should use only those dogs whose hips have been x-rayed for dysplasia and rated fair to
excellent by OFA.

He should use only dogs whose eyes have been examined and found free of ocular
deformities by a qualified Veterinary Ophthalmologist.

He should further refrain from using dogs who although free from genetic defects,
consistently produces afflicted puppies.

Titlelll - Health

A breeder should maintain high standards of health and carefor hisdog(s) and guaranteethe
health of puppiesat thetime of sale.



TitlelV - Sales

A breeder should be discriminating in the sale of his puppies and concer ned with the type of
homesin which they are placed. With thisin mind, North American Miniature Australian
Shepherds shall not be donated for raffles, give-aways, sold to dog wholesalersor retailers, such as
pet shopsor thelike. A breeder should, for hisown protection, aswell asthat of the buyer,
provide adequate written contractual proof of sale and guarantees.

A breeder should provide a minimum six (6) monthswritten guarantee against crippling or
handicapping congenital defectson all pet puppies sold and should additionally guarantee the sale
of breeding stock puppiesagainst all hereditary defects and any disqualifying faultsfor alike
period. All guarantees should at least provide for replacement of the puppy with another, within a
reasonable length of time after the return of the puppy originally purchased.

A breeder should transfer all applicableregistration papersat the timethe purchase agreement is
completed and agreeable to both parties. Upon sale of a dog/puppy, the breeder should provide all
buyerswith athree (3) generation pedigree, including coat and eye color and indication of NBT
occurrence, diet and care infor mation, health guar antee and inoculation record (including date
and type of serum).

A breeder should refrain from releasing a puppy until it is at least eight (8) weeksold or ten (10) if
the puppy isto be shipped.

TitleV - Advertising

The breeder agreesthat all advertising of dogs/puppies should be factual and honest in both
substance and implication.

The breeder should be cautiousin encouraging buyersasto breeding potential, asthe breeding
of North American Miniature Australian Shepherdsisnot to betaken lightly.

TitleVI - Member Regulations

The exhibiting of dogs being a sport, NAM ASCUSA member s shall be expected to express good
sportsmanship in all activitiesinvolving the North American Miniature Australian Shepherd.
Member s should refrain from unnecessary criticism of another's dog.

Asamatter of ethics, he pledgesto help educate the general public, aswell as, graciously assist
the novice breeder in all with which heisfamiliar.

TitleVII - Implementation

Any infraction of the Code of Ethics should be reported, in writing, to the NAMASCUSA Board of
Directorsin accordance with the Bylaws.

Only when a breeder continuesto deviate from these ideals and isnot cooper ativein rectifying an
error, will the situation be presented to the Board of Directorsfor disciplinary actions.

Asadopted by the NAM ASCUSA Board Of Directors
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